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From:
“Stone Temple Harlots”

“ T h e  f a s c i n at i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  c a l e n d a r  i s  w h at 
n o b o d y  s e e m s  to  c a re  a b o u t .  A u g u s t  13 ,  3114 . 
B e f o re  C h r i s t ,  l i ke  h e  h ad  a n y t h i n g  to  d o  w i t h  i t . 
H ow  m a n y  p e o p l e s  h ave  a n  o p e n i n g  d ate ? ”

W i n s to n  w a s  wo u n d  u p ,  l o l l i n g  c ro s s w ay s  i n  h i s 
m at r i m o n i a l - s i z e d  h e n e q u e n  h a m m o c k ,  t r i p p i n g 
h i s  b ra i n s  o u t  a n d  j u s t  d y i n g  to  s h a re  i t  a l l .  A s  h e 
u s u a l l y  d i d ,  h e  ro c ke d  b ac k  a n d  f o r t h  i n  t h e 
h a m m o c k ,  e ac h  s w i n g  b r i n g i n g  t h e  t i p  o f  h i s  to e 
to  a  b a m b o o  p i l l a r  w h e r e  i t  c o u l d  p ro p e l  h i s  n e x t 
ro c k  w i t h  a  m e re  f l i c k .  B e yo n d  t h at ,  e ac h  s w i n g 
s l i g h t l y  f l e xe d  t h e  h a m m o c k ’ s  s t a n c h i o n s ,  w h i c h 
a l s o  s u p p o r te d  m o s t  of  t h e  p a l m  t h atc h 
p a l a p a  t h at  p rov i d e d  s h ad e  a n d  s h e l te r  o n  h i s 
h a n d b u i l t  f l o a t i n g  i s l a n d .  I t  w a s  l i ke  a 
c o m b i n at i o n ,  h e ’ d  s a i d ,  o f  a  s ove re i g n  c o u n t r y 
a n d  a  w ate r b e d .

“ S o  l e t ’ s  l o o k  a ro u n d  t h e  wo r l d  o f  t h e  t i m e s , 
w h e r e  d ate s  a re  a  l i t t l e  s l o p p i e r ,  b u t  m o re 
h i s to r i c a l l y  s a n c t i f i e d .  T h e  f i r s t  E g y pt i a n  d y n a s t y 
c i r c a  310 0 ,  “ U r u k ”  t h e  f i r s t  c i t y  o f  Me s o p ot a m i a 
a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h o u g h  n o b o d y  c l a i m s  t h e y 
f o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r s to n e .  K a l i  Yu g a  i n  I n d i a ,  310 2 .  I t 
w a s  a  t i m e  of  b e g i n n i n g s  a l l  ove r  t h e  wo r l d .  A n d 
yo u  c a n  t rac e  t h e m  t h ro u g h  t h e  a g e s  of  f i r e ,  e a r t h , 
a i r  a n d  w ate r .  A n d  n ow  we ’ re  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  a g e  o f 
e t h e r ,  t h e  F i f t h  S u n ,  t h e  Ag e  of  C e n te r .

“ Yo u r  p e o p l e  d i d n ’ t  j u s t  d o  t h i n g s  w h e n  i t  l o o ke d 
g o o d ,  yo u  s e e .  T h e y  t i m e d  i t  a l l  o u t  to  t h e  s t a r s 
a n d  M i l k y  Way.  C h a n n e l  i s l a n d s  o f  t h e  P l e i ad e s , 
w h e r e  t h e y  c l a i m  yo u r  p e o p l e  c a m e  f ro m .  O u r 
s y s te m  a l i g n s  w i t h  A l c yo n e  i n  t h e  P l e i ad e s  eve r y 
5 2  ye a r s ,  t h e  e x ac t  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  C a l e n d a r  R o u n d . 
Yo u ’ r e  a  rac e  o f  a s t ro n a u t s ,  i l l e g a l  a l i e n s . ”

X c h a b  s to o d  u p  s m o ot h l y,  t h o u g h  s h e ’ d  b e e n 
s q u at t i n g  o n  h e r  h e e l s  f o r  ove r  a n  h o u r .  S h e  g a z e d 
a t  W i n s to n  B ac o n ,  ra n t i n g  o n  t h e  b e d ,  a n d  s h i f t e d 
h e r  we i g h t  j u s t  e n o u g h  to  g i ve  h e r  p o s e  a  s e x u a l 
t i l t .  S h e  ro c ke d  h e r  h e ad  f o r w a rd ,  t h e n  s h o o k  i t , 
h e r  h a i r  s l i t h e r i n g  a ro u n d  to  h a n g  i n  f ro n t  o f  h e r 
t h e  w ay  h e  l i ke d ,  h e r  n i p p l e s  s t a r i n g  o u t  a s  ro u n d 
a n d  b l ac k  a n d  b e c ko n i n g  a s  h e r  e ye s .  S h e  l owe re d 
h e r  b row  a n d  s t a r e d  a t  h i m  f ro m  u n d e r  h e r  s i l ke n 
l a s h e s ,  we t t i n g  h e r  l i p s  s l i g h t l y.  S h e  s a i d ,  “ H e y, 
W i n s to n ,  w h y  d o n ’ t  yo u  s h u t  u p  w i t h  t h at 
c ra z y  I n d i o  s h i t ? ”  

From:
“Hospitality Sweet”

T h e  I r i s h  g i r l  w a l ke d  i n  a n d  p o i n te d  to  t h e  m i r ro r , 
s to o d  w i t h  h e r  h a n d s  o n  h e r  s l i m  h i p s  aw a i t i n g 
m o re  l a u g h s  w i t h  h e r  n ew  p a l .  W h o  m ad e  a 
s i n u o u s  s h r u g g i n g  m ove  t h at  s o m e h ow  r e l e a s e d 
h e r  s h i f t  to  s l i t h e r  d ow n  i n  a  p i l e  a t  h e r  f e e t .

S h e  g aw ke d  a s  A p h ra ,  n a ke d  exc e pt  f o r  a  r e d 
B ra z i l i a n  t a n g a  t h at  w a s  k i n d  of  l i ke  “ n a ke d  p l u s ” , 
d i d  a  t u r n ,  c h e c k i n g  h e r s e l f  o u t .  S l a p p i n g  h e r 
ow n  a s s ,  w h i c h  g ave  t h e  t u n e d - u p  re p o r t  o f  a  r i p e 
w ate r m e l o n ,  t h e n  l i f t i n g  h e r  b r e a s t s  a n d  p e e r i n g 
a t  t h e m .  T h e n  u p  i n to  t h e  e ye s  o f  t h e  f l i g h t  g i r l , 
w h o  s u d d e n l y  f e l t  l i ke  t h e  s m a l l  b a t h ro o m  w a s 
ve r y  t i g h t  a n d  w a r m .

“ S o  yo u  t h i n k  yo u  k n ow  w h at  t h e y ’ r e  a f te r ,  h u h ? ” 
S h e  t u r n e d  a n d  m ove d  a  l i t t l e  c l o s e r ,  a  s h e e n y 
b l ac k  p re s e n c e  a m i d  a l l  t h e  w h i te  c e ra m i c  a n d 
l i n e n .  “ M ay b e  yo u  c a n  e x p l a i n  i t  to  m e ? ”

“ E x p l a i n  w h at  m e n  w a n t ? ”  T h e  a t te n d a n t  h ad 
s te p p e d  b ac k ,  h e r  b a r e  t h i g h  to u c h i n g  t h e  to p  of 
t h e  to i l e t  t a n k .  S u d d e n l y  i n  ra b b i t  m o d e ,  w a r y  b u t 
c a pt i v a te d .

“ N o p e . ”  A p h ra  s te p p e d  c l o s e r  ye t .  “ W h at  I  w a n t . ”

“ We l l ,  I ’ m  s t a r t i n g  to  g e t  a  g l i m m e r. ”  T h e re  w a s 
s o m et h i n g  ve r y  f i e rc e  a b o u t  t h e  b l ac k  wo m a n ’ s 
f ac e ,  b u t  h e r  b o d y  w a s  a  s h i n y,  p l u s h  i n v i t a t i o n  to 
s t ro ke .  S h e  w a s  c o n f u s e d ,  w a n te d  to  g o  g e t 
a n ot h e r  d r i n k .  Wa n te d  s o m et h i n g ,  f o r  c e r t a i n .

“ A  g l i m m e r,  h u h ?  T h at  s o m et h i n g  i n  t h e 
n e i g h b o r h o o d  of  a  g l e a m  i n  t h e  e ye ? ”

“ We l l ,  I  wo u l d n ’ t  s ay  t h at … ”

“ K n ow  w h at  I ’ d  s ay ? ”  A p h ra  w a s  s t a n d i n g  w i t h  h e r 
p l u m p e d  p u r p l e  n i p p l e s  o n l y  i n c h e s  f ro m  t h e 
w h i te  g i r l ’ s  t i t s ,  f e e t  p l ac e d  o u t s i d e  h e r s ;  a 
c o n t ro l  p o s e .  “ I ’ m  s t a n d i n g  h e re  n a ke d  a n d  I ’ m 
s we at i n g ;  a l l  t h i s  Me x i c o  h e at .  A n d  yo u  g ot 
c l ot h e s  o n  a n d  s h i t ,  m u s t  b e  s we l te r i n g .  L o o k 
a h e re ,  s we at  k i n d  of  r u n n i n g  a l o n g  t h at  g i n g e r 
d ow n  o n  yo u r  n e c k  t h e re .  S e e  c a n  I  d o  s o m et h i n g 
a b o u t  t h at . ”

S h e  l e a n e d  f o r w a rd  to  p l ac e  h e r  h a n d s  a g a i n s t  t h e 
w a l l  o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  w h i te  g i r l ’ s  h e ad , 
l e a n i n g  i n  to  e ra s e  t h o s e  l a s t  f ew  i n c h e s  b e t we e n 
t h e i r  s t i f f  n i p p l e s ,  h e r  l o n g  to n g u e  a l r e ad y 
e x te n d e d .  S h e  c o u l d  f e e l  t h e  q u i ve r  a s  s h e  s l i d  i t 
u p  t h e  s of t ,  p a l e  n e c k ,  l a p p i n g  t h e  s a l t y  d ew  a n d 
e n d i n g  u p  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  f i l l i p  a ro u n d  t h e  e a r l o b e .

“ Yo u  g ot  a n y  ot h e r  e xc e s s  m o i s t u r e  a n y w h e re , ” 
s h e  w h i s p e r e d ,  “ I  t h i n k  I  c a n  t a ke  c a re  o f  i t  f o r 
yo u . ”

From:
“Telempathy”

“ K n ow  w h at  I ’ m  wo n d e r i n g ? ”  W i n s to n  s a i d  m i l d l y.

“ W h at  yo u  we re  j u s t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ? ”  Frac  m i n c e d 
o u t  c a t t i l y.

“ N o p e .  W h at  t h e  h e l l  I ’ m  d o i n g  h e re .  I s  t h i s  s o m e 
s o r t  o f  r e a l i t y  s h ow ? ”

“ I  d o u bt  yo u ’ ve  s h owe d  a n y w h e re  n e a r  r e a l i t y 
s i n c e  A l t a m o n t ,  M i s te r  N atc h . ”

“ S o  eve r y b o d y ’ s  wo n d e r i n g  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g , ”  L o r i s 
p u t  i n .  “ D o  yo u  h ave  a n y  h u n c h e s ? ”

“ I  s aw  h i m  i n  a  d r e a m .  B i g  g o l d ,  g l ow i n g  s k u l l 
h ove r i n g  r i g h t  ove r  t h i s  ve r y  t a b l e .  H e  to l d  m e  to 
c o m e  s e e  h i m .  B r i n g  s h ro o m s . ”

E ve r y b o d y  g o g g l e d  a  b i t  e xc e pt  L o r i s ,  w h o  p u r re d , 
“ A n d  d i d  yo u ? ”

“ Wo u l d n ’ t  yo u ? ”  W i n s to n  s h r u g g e d .  “ A  s u m m o n s 
l i ke  t h at ? ”

“ Wo n ’ t  yo u  s i t  d ow n ? ”  L o r i s  p u s h e d  o u t  a  v ac a n t 
c h a i r  a n d  c a u g h t  t h e  w a i te r ’ s  e ye .  “ Yo u  a n d  yo u r 
f r i e n d ? ”

From:
“Lady Bee Good”

A n d  t h e  Po p s  d i d  h ave  b e e h i ve s .  Fo r  g e n e ra t i o n s 
t h e y  h ad  h u s b a n d e d  t h e  ra re ,  s t i n g l e s s  Yu c at a n 
b e e s  a s  t h e  M ay a  a l w ay s  h ad ,  h a r ve s t e d  t h e 
t r e a s u re d  b l ac k  h o n e y.

P u c h  n o d d e d  a n d  m ot i o n e d  tow a rd s  t h e  b ac k  of 
t h e  p ro p e r t y,  w h e re  t h e  h i ve s  we re  s e t  a m o n g  t h e 
b l o s s o m s  of  t h e  j u n g l e .  B u t  h i s  g e s t u re  s to p p e d  i n 
m i d - a i r  a s  h e  s t a re d  a t  X c h a b ,  n ow  s t a n d i n g 
d i re c t l y  a b ove  t h e  t a p e r i n g  r i d g e  w h e re  G a n z o 
h ad  s e e n  a  h e ad d re s s e d  g o d d e s s  h e ad  t r y i n g  to 
e m e r g e  f ro m  t h e  l i m e s to n e ,  l o o k i n g  d ow n  a t  t h e i r 
t e m p l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  m ov i n g  i n  a  s l ow,  s i l e n t 
d a n c e .

A n d  b e h i n d  h e r ,  l i ke  a  m ov i n g  b l ac k  s h ro u d ,  a 
l i v i n g  ve r s i o n  of  t h e  m a n t l e  o f  t h e  V i r g i n ,  w a s  a 
s w a r m  of  b e e s .  S h e  m ove d  l i ke  a  s w i m m e r  i n 
t h i c k  s y r u p ,  h e r  m ove m e n t s  s t a te l y  a n d  c o m p o s e d 
f o r  s u c h  a  yo u n g  g i r l .  A n d  e ac h  t i m e  s h e  s w u n g 
a n  a r m  o u t  f ro m  h e r  s i d e ,  i t  w a s  t h e  l e ad  e d g e  of 
g l i s te n i n g  b l ac k  w i n g .  W h e n  s h e  c l a p p e d  h e r 
h a n d s  ove r  h e r  h e ad ,  t wo  c o l u m n s  of  b e e s  c l a s h e d 
b e h i n d  h e r ,  s p l a s h i n g  u pw a r d s  i n to  t h e  s u n .  S h e 
t w i s te d  a n d  t rot te d  a n d  w i n d m i l l e d  h e r  a r m s ,  a l l 
s h ad owe d  by  t h at  t e e m i n g  c l o u d  of  w i n g s .

M a m a  P u c h  w atc h e d  h e r  f o r  ove r  a  m i n u te ,  t h e n 
t u r n e d  to  P u c h ,  n ot  l o o k i n g  a t  G a n z o .  “ F i n d  t h e 
b oy  a  p l ac e  i n  t h e  s h e d  w i t h  yo u r  wo r ke r s  a n d 
b a l l - p l aye r s , ”  s h e  s a i d ,  t u r n i n g  aw ay  tow a r d s  t h e 
h o u s e .  O ve r  h e r  s h o u l d e r  s h e  ad d e d ,  “ T h e  g i r l  c a n 
h ave  Yo l i ’ s  o l d  ro o m . ”

From:
“Secret Asian Man”

D e n n y  Me rc e r  s i z e d  u p  t h e  Wo r t h y  O r i e n t a l 
G e n t l e m a n  w h o ’ d  m ove d  s te a l t h i l y  i n to  h i s  o f f i c e . 
I f  t h e  t a t to o s  p e e k i n g  o u t  a t  t h e  c u f f s  a n d  t h ro at 
o f  t h e  b e s p o ke  N at h a n  R o ad  s u i t ,  t h e  t wo  m i s s i n g 
f i n g e r s ,  a n d  t h e  D ra g o n  L ad y  s l i n k i n g  i n  b e h i n d 
h i m  h ad n ’ t  b e e n  a  c l u e  to  t h i s  b e i n g  a  m a j o r 
Tr i ad  w a r r i o r ,  t h e  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  o h - s o - c o n c e a l e d 
h atc h e t  u n d e r  h i s  b u r l y  a r m  wo u l d  h ave  b e e n  t h e 
b i g  t i p - of f .  D e n n y  l o o ke d  u p  a t  h i m  c o o l l y,  i f  n ot 
ac t u a l l y  c o o l i e ,  a n d  s p o ke  a ro u n d  t h e  c r u m p l e d 
u n f i l t e re d  C a m e l ,  “ I  s u p p o s e  yo u ’ r e  t h e  l o n g e s t 
d o n g  i n  t h e  H o n g  Ko n g  to n g ? ”

N a r row i n g  h i s  a l r e ad y  n a r rowe d  e ye s ,  t h e  s i n i s te r 
C e l e s t i a l  n o d d e d  w i t h  u n d e r s t a te d  m e n ac e  a n d 
p u s h e d  h i s  c a l l i n g  c a r d  ac ro s s  t h e  d e s k .  O f  c o u r s e 
h i s  r e a l  c a l l i n g  c a rd  wo u l d  b e  o n e  of  t h e  s h i r i k i n 
s t a r s  i n  t h e  g l ove  l e a t h e r  s h e at h  u p  h i s  s l e eve . 
D e n n y  g ot  r e ad y  to  b u s t  a  m ove .

Me a n w h i l e ,  i n  r e a l  t i m e :  D e n n y  s l o u c h e d  i n  h i s 
c h a i r  c o n c e a l i n g  t h e  s t i l l - s m o l d e r i n g  ro ac h  of  t h e 
s p l i f f  h e ’ d  j u s t  o b l i t e ra te d ,  s t a r i n g  t h ro u g h  g l a z e d 
p u p i l s  a t  t h e  s l i g h t l y - b u i l t ,  m i d d l e - a g e d  C h i n e s e 
g u y  i n  wo r k  c l ot h e s  a n d  h i s  d u m py,  s h u f f l i n g 
w i f e .  I t ’ s  n ot  l i ke  h e  re a l l y  owe s  yo u  a n y 
e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  b u t  i t ’ s  a  b o r i n g  j o b  a n d  D e n n y  i s 
p ro n e  tow a rd s  a  r i c h  f a n t a s y  l i f e .  I t ’ s  w h y  h e 
b e c o m e  a  C o n f i d e n t i a l  I n ve s t i g a to r  i n  t h e  f i r s t 
p l ac e  a n d  d o i n g  t h e  c o m p u te r  s k i p - t rac i n g  a n d 
p h oto  p e e p s  t h at  S e at t l e  o f f e r s  to  f r e e l a n c e 
s n o o p s  h ad n ’ t  s l a ke d  t h at  i m p u l s e  tow a r d  t h e 
m e l o d ra m at i c ,  s o  h e  t r i p s  o u t  a  l ot .  T h e  we e d  j u s t 
a g g rav ate s  t h e  s i t u at i o n .

From:
“Strip The Light Fantastic”

I f  t h e  c l i n g i n g  s l u t  d r e s s  a n d  D o c  M a r t i n s 
r e m o d e l e d  X c h a b ’ s  s e l f - i m a g e  f ro m  M ay a n  V i l l a g e 
Pe o p l e  to  t h e  f o z y  p u n ke r i t a ,  w h at  s h e  s aw  i n  t h e 
g l a s s  a f te r  C o p p e r ’ s  d o - ove r  s t r i p p e d  h e r  t h re ad s , 
p o p p e d  h e r  g a s ke t s ,  a n d  b l ew  h e r  d o o r s .  Fa s t  a n d 
d e f t ,  C o p p e r  h ad  g a t h e re d  m o s t  o f  h e r  a n t h rac i te 
c a s c ad e  b e h i n d  h e r  i n to  a  s i n g l e  b ra i d  a s  t h i c k  a s 
h e r  w r i s t ,  b u t  b o u n d  w i t h  a  c h ro m e  w atc h b a n d  a 
f o ot  f ro m  t h e  b ot to m  to  c re a te  a  w i d e  f ox  b r u s h 
c a p a b l e  o f  d a n g e ro u s  s w i s h i n g  a n d  b r u s h - of f s . 
B u t  i t  w a s  t h e  m i d d l e  t wo  i n c h e s  o n  to p  t h at  h e l d 
h e r  a t te n t i o n :  g e l l e d  i n to  p u n k ro c ke r  r i g i d i t y,  b u t 
n ot  t h e  u s u a l  ve r t i c a l  c re s t .  I n s te ad ,  i t  s we pt  b ac k 
i n  a  r i d g e  l i ke  a  c o c k ’ s  c o m b ,  s e p a ra t i n g  i n to 
p o rc u p i n e  s p i ke s  to  t h e  re a r  a s  i t  g rad u a l l y 
d e s c e n d e d  to  m e e t  t h e  b ra i d .  T h e  o b s i d i a n  f i n  o f 
a  s e a - c r e at u re ,  t h e  c r u e l  w i n g  of  a  ra p i n e  b i r d , 
t h e  m a n e  of  s o m e  e q u i n e  a l i e n .  A s  s h e  s t a r e d  a t 
t h e  f o re i g n  c r e a t u re  t h at  h ad  c l awe d  i t s  w ay  o u t 
o f  t h e  s h e l l  o f  h e r  o l d  t r i b a l  s e l f ,  C o p p e r  s h o o k 
u p  a  c a n  of  s p ray  p a i n t  a n d  q u i c k l y  f ro s te d  t h e 
n e e d l e - s h a r p  t i p s  o f  h e r  c re s t  w i t h  b r i g h t  g o l d .

T h e n  C o p p e r   t u r n e d  to  r u m m a g e  t h ro u g h  h e r  p i l e 
o f  s e m i - c l ot h e s  a g a i n .  S h e  c a m e  u p  h o l d i n g 
s o m et h i n g  t h at  l o o ke d  l i ke  a  c h ro m e  e g g  n e c k l ac e 
a n d  to s s e d  i t  to  X c h a b .  W h o  s aw  i t  w a s  a 
g a r m e n t  f o r  C h a ac ’ s  s a ke ;  s t i f f ,  r e f l e c t i ve  s i l ve r 
f a b r i c  f a s h i o n e d  i n to  a  f o r m - d e f i n i n g  l i d  f o r  t h e 
f e m a l e  g e n i t a l i a – c o m p l e te  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  p re -
m o l d e d  c l e f t – a n d  c o n n e c te d  to  a  f o r ke d  l o o p  of 
wove n  b l ac k  c o rd  s l i m  a s  p e n c i l  l e ad .

“ S l i p  i n to  t h at ,  s p o r t s te r .  A n d  we ’ re  o n  o u r  m e r r y 
w ay. ”

X c h a b  s t a r e d  c ow l i ke  a g a i n ,  d raw i n g  a n 
e x a s p e ra te d  s c ow l  a n d  “ g e t  o n  w i t h  i t ”  g e s t u r e . 
S h e  s te ad i e d  h e r s e l f  a g a i n s t  a  p i l l a r  w h i l e 
s l i p p i n g  t h e  s t ra p s  ove r  t h e  b i g  b o ot s  a n d  t u g g i n g 
u p  t h e  s u b - G - s t r i n g .  Ac t u a l l y  t h e re  w a s  s o m et h i n g 
w i c ke d l y  w i n n i n g  i n  t h e  f e e l  of  i t  ro l l i n g  u p  h e r 
t h i g h s .

“ N i c e  g i r l s  d o n ’ t  l e t  t h e i r  p u s s i e s  o u t  i n to  p u b l i c 
v i ew, ”  C o p p e r  c h i r p e d  a s  X c h a b  m ad e  t h e  f i n a l , 
u n c o m f o r t a b l e  ad j u s t m e n t s  o f  t h e  s h i n y  n ew  h a i r 
u p  h e r  a s s .  “ C e r t a i n l y  n ot  f o r  f r e e . ”

From:
“Bung Fu”

H e r  l a n d i n g  c u s h i o n e d  by  t h e  a b o l i s h m e n t  o f 
C h a n g o ,  Me i Me i  f e l l  to  h e r  k n e e s  o n  h i s 
s h o u l d e r s ,  t h e n  q u i c k l y  s l i d  d ow n  h i s  b ac k  i n to 
t h e  s ad d l e .  I n  t h e  m o m e n t ’ s  g rac e  b o u g h t  by  t h e 
s h e e r  n ove l t y  o f  h e r  a r r i v a l – n a ke d  A s i a n  p o o n 
f ro m  t h e  h e ave n s  b e i n g  ra r e r  t h a n  m ete o r  s h owe r s 
i n  t h at  a re a – s h e  t u g g e d  t h e  i n e r t  C h a n g o  a ro u n d , 
g r u n t i n g  d o j o  m o n o s y l l a b l e s  a t  t h e  e xe r t i o n  of 
h e av i n g  h i m  i n to  t h e  d r i n k  w h i l e  h i s  b u d d i e s 
w atc h e d ,  s t u n n e d .

Fo r t u n ate l y  ( a s  we ’ ve  s e e n )  o p e ra t i n g  a  J e t S k i 
d o e s n ’ t  r e q u i re  to p - d rawe r  i n te l l i g e n c e ,  s o  s h e 
q u i c k l y  f i g u r e d  o u t  w h e re  to  p u t  h e r  h a n d s  a n d 
w h at  to  d o  w i t h  t h e m .  T h e  h o p p e d - u p  r e s p o n s e  o f 
t h e  s u p e r - s o u p e d  Kaw a s a k i  J S 75 0  l i t e ra l l y  s c a r e d 
t h e  p i s s  o u t  o f  h e r  w h e n  s h e  rac ke d  t h e  t h rot t l e 
a ro u n d .  B u t  eve n  m o re  s o  “ C h i m i ” ,  w a s t r e l  s c i o n 
of  t h e  R o n c h e l  l i n e a g e ,  w h o s e  S e a D o o  R X P - Tu r b o 
w a s  d i r e c t l y  i n  f ro n t  o f  h e r .  T h e  h y p e rac t i ve 
K w a s k i  h u n ke re d  d ow n  a n d  b o l te d  a l m o s t  o u t  o f 
t h e  w ate r ,  t h e  h u l l  m o s t l y  d r y  a s  i t  s m a s h e d  i n to 
C h i m i  a n d  ra n  r i g h t  ove r  h i m ,  c o n ve r t i n g  h i m  a n d 
h i s  R X P  i n to  a n  ad  h o c  ra m p  f o r  a n  awe s o m e 
j u m p  t h at  b ro u g h t  c h e e r s  f ro m  n e a r by  y ac h t s 
w h e r e  a t te n t i o n  h ad  b e e n  g a t h e re d  by  t h e 
g u n s h ot s .  S h e  b l a s te d  s t ra i g h t  ove r  C h i m i  ,  c a r ve d 
a  t u r n  to  p o r t  t h at  t e r r i f i e d  h e r ,  a n d  b e c a m e  t h e 
p rove r b i a l  b l u e  s t r e a k .

S t u n g  by  h av i n g  f ro z e n  u p ,  i n f u r i a te d  by  t h e 
d e m o l i t i o n  of  t h e i r  t wo  c o m rad e s  by  s o m e 
g o o k p o r n  n i n j a  w h o  w a s  p re t t y  b l a t a n t l y  a  m e re 
wo m a n ,  t h e  re m a i n i n g  L o rd s  r e c ove re d  t h e i r  u s u a l 
a g g re s s i ve  ve l o c i t i e s  a n d  p e l te d  b e h i n d  h e r .  S h e 
h e ad e d  tow a r d s  w h e re  s h e ’ d  l a s t  s e e n  C u r t s y.

A n d  c a u g h t  a  g l i m p s e  of  h e r ,  l o l l i n g  ove r  a  s we l l , 
h a i r  a  f a i n t  ye l l ow  c a r n at i o n  f l o a t i n g  i n  h e r 
h e ad l i g h t ,  s u r r o u n d e d  by  a  n i m b u s  of  b l o o d .  S h e 
s aw  n o  s i g n s  o f  l i f e – q u i te  t h e  c o n t ra r y – a n d 
q u i c k l y  r e a l i z e d  t h at  i f  s h e  s to p p e d  t h e  o n l y 
r e s u l t  wo u l d  b ot h  of  t h e m  f a l l i n g  b ac k  i n  t h e 
h a n d s  of  t h e s e  a s s h o l e s ,  a n d  i f  C u r t s y  w a s n ’ t 
d e ad  a l r e ad y,  s h e  wo u l d  b e  s o o n  e n o u g h .  S h e 
b l a s t e d  by  h e r  ac c o m p l i c e ,  t h e  Kaw a s a k i ’ s  w a ke 
ro l l i n g  h e r  ove r  i n to  a  f ac e - d ow n  f l o a t  t h at  s p o ke 
of  f i n a l i t y.

L e a n i n g  l ow  f o r  l e s s  r e s i s t a n c e ,  Me i Me i  f e l t  t e a r s 
b e i n g  to r n  f ro m  h e r  f ac e  by  t h e  f o rc e  of  t h e  w i n d . 
T h e  C a l i f o r n i a  g i r l  h ad  j u s t  b e e n  s o  c o o l ,  s o  v i t a l ,  
s o …  a l i ve .  A n d  n ow ?  L a s t  s e e n  f ac e - d ow n  i n  a 
s l i c k  of  b l o o d .  B e c a u s e  s h e  g ot  s u c ke d  i n to  t h i s 
l u n at i c  M i s s i o n  I m p ro b a b l e  s c h e m e  to  l o ot  t h e 
a r t i f ac t s .  S h e  c r i e d  s i l e n t l y  a s  s h e  s h i f t e d  h e r 
we i g h t ,  s e a rc h e d  o u t  a  p o s i t i o n  of  l ow  p rof i l e  t h at 
d i d n ’ t  k i c k  h e r  b u t t  a s  s h e  s k i m m e d  t h e  w ave s ,  a 
k i n d  of  j o c ke y  c ro u c h .

T h e re  w a s  s o m et h i n g  o d d l y  s o ot h i n g  a b o u t  t h e 
j o u n c e  ac ro s s  t h e  o p e n  s e a .  A f te r  a  h a l f - h o u r 
Me i Me i  h ad  re g a i n e d  h e r  u s u a l  i n n e r  c a l m  a n d 
o u te r  w atc h f u l n e s s .  S h e  w a s  r e a l i z i n g  t h at  s h e 
h ad  a n  e d g e  ove r  h e r  p u r s u e r s .  H e r  c ra f t  w a s  j u s t 
a  f a s t  a s  t h e i r s – i n  f ac t ,  i t  d aw n e d  o n  h e r  t h at  i n  a 
m a l e  m oto r h e ad  ra t p ac k  l i ke  t h at 
yo u  c o u l d n ’ t  h ave  a  s l owe r  ve h i c l e  o r  t h e y ’ d  s n e e r 
a n d  d r u m  yo u  o u t – b u t  s h e  w a s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
l i g h te r  a n d  of f e r e d  l e s s  w i n d  re s i s t a n c e .  T h e re 
we r e  n o  t r i c k s  o r  t e c h n i q u e s  t h at  wo u l d  h e l p 
t h e m  o u t  i n  o p e n  w ate r :  t h i s  rac e  wo u l d  b e  to  t h e 
s w i f te s t  a n d  s h e  h ad  a n  ad v a n t a g e .  T h e  p ro b l e m 
w a s …  rac e  to  w h e re ?
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