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THE LAST RESORT

“ I t ' s  n i c e r  t h a n  I  e x p e c te d . ”   W h i c h  i t  w a s ;  n o  t wo  w ay s . 
O r d i n a r i l y  D i n o  wo u l d ' ve  b e e n  m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  u p  i n 
t h e  s w a n k ,  d u s k y  d i n i n g  ro o m  w i t h  a l l  t h e  l i n e n  a n d 
b ra s s  t r i m  a n d  n i c e  d a r k  h a rd wo o d  w a l l s  to  s i t  w i t h  h i s 
b ac k  to .   B i g  f i r e p l ac e  w h e n  i t  m u s t  b e  e i g h t y - f i ve 
d e g re e s  eve n  t h i s  l a te  a t  n i g h t .  H e  c o u l d  d o  w i t h o u t  t h e 
p at i o  t h i n g  t h e re ,  w h i te  c a n v a s  u m b re l l a s  a n d  ra t t a n 
c h a i r s  l i ke  s o m e  s i d ew a l k  c a f é  i n  Tr i b e c a .  

B u t  i t  w a s  a l l  r i g h t  s i t t i n g  o u t  h e re  r i g h t  o n  t h e  s a n d , 
t e a k  c h a i r s  s i n k i n g  i n  a  l i t t l e  w h e n  yo u  s a t  d ow n ,   l i n e n 
t a b l e  c l ot h s  m a k i n g  ro u n d  w h i te  i s l a n d s  o f  l i g h t  a l o n g 
t h e  b e ac h  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a l l  h ad  l i t t l e  g l a s s  g l o b e s  o n 
t h e m ,  h a l f  f u l l  o f  w h i te  s a n d  a n d  s h e l l s  to  h o l d  t h e  n i c e 
c re a m y  c a n d l e s .   H e ' d  eve n  k i c ke d  of f  h i s  s h o e s  l i ke  t h e 
D o n ,  l o s t  h i s  t i e  a n d  c o at .   N o  n e e d  h e re ,  n ot  eve n  to 
c ove r  h i s  p i e c e  b e c a u s e  yo u  d i d n ' t  h ave  a  p i e c e  a ro u n d 
h e re .   W h y  h e  w a s n ' t  s q u i r m i n g  w i t h o u t  f e e l i n g  a  s o l i d 
c o r n e r  b e h i n d  h i s  s h o u l d e r b l ad e s .   T h i s  p l ac e  w a s 
s e c u re  a s  n u n  n o o k i e ,  n o  t wo  w ay s .

" Yo u  t h o u g h t  I  w a s  i n  a  c ave  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s 
s o m ew h e r e ?   I  c o u l d  s h ow  yo u  o n e  of  t h o s e .   O r  m ay b e 
s o m e  s h i t h o l e  i n  B ra z i l  l i ke  t h at  m ov i e ,  t h e  o n e  w h e re 
Pac i n o  d r i ve s  a  t r u c k  f u l l  o f  d y n a m i te ? "

" R oy  S c h e i d e r , "  h e  c o r r e c te d  w i t h o u t  t h i n k i n g .   " G u y 
f ro m  ' J aw s ' . "   I t  h i t  h i m  a n d  h e  g l a n c e d  u p ,  f ro z e n .   T h e 
D o n  h ad  n eve r  b e e n  t h e  t y p e  w h o  e n j oye d  b e i n g 
c o n t rad i c te d .  

B u t  h e  j u s t  s m i l e d  a n d  b owe d  h i s  h e ad  l i ke  t h a n k i n g 
h i m  f o r  t h e  i n f o r m at i o n .   J e s u s ,  i f  t h i s  p l ac e  c o u l d 
m e l l ow  o u t  a  g u y  l i ke  t h e  B o s s ,  h e  s h o u l d  g e t  a  c o n d o 
h e re  f o r  I s a  a n d  h e r  m a m a .

" S o r r y  a b o u t  t h e  t r i p .   I ' m  s u re  yo u  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  i t ' s 
n e c e s s a r y. "

" Yo u  b e t ,  D o n  A m i c h e .  L i ke  a  b l i n d f o l d  r i d e .   B u t  ye a h , 
t h re e  d ay s  o n  p l a n e s  i s  p re t t y  we i r d .   C o u l d n ' t  yo u  g o 
a ro u n d  t h e  c o u p l a  t i m e s ,  t h re e  d ay s  o n  a  j e t ? "

 " Pa r t  o f  t h at  t i m e  yo u  we re n ' t  i n  a  p l a n e .   Yo u  we r e  i n 
t h i s  s o r t  o f  s i m u l a to r ,  a i r p l a n e  s e at s  w i t h  a  c e r t a i n 
s m e l l  a n d ,  yo u  k n ow,  v i b ra t i o n s .   I t ' s  l o c a te d  o u t s i d e 
B r u s s e l s ,  I  h e a r . "

G u y  a t  t h e  n e x t  t a b l e ,  s m o ot h  p i e c e  o f  wo r k ,  J ew i s h  o r 
A ra b  t y p e  n o s e ,  t u r n e d  a ro u n d ,  s m i l e d  a t  t h e  D o n ,  s a i d , 
" I  h e a rd  J a k a r t a . "  K i n d  of  c re e py,  p e o p l e  l i s te n i n g  to 
eve r y t h i n g  a ro u n d  h e re ,  b u t  t h e  D o n  s m i l e d ,  k i n d  of 
to a s te d  w i t h  h i s  s n i f t e r .   Tu r n e d  b ac k  a n d  s a i d ,  " B u t 
ye a h ,  we  g ot  n o  m o re  i d e a  w h e re  we  a re  t h a n  yo u  d o .    I  
w a s  t h i n k i n g  l i ke  s o m e  M ad a g a s c a r  k i n d  of  p l ac e ,  b u t 
t h e re ' s  p e o p l e  s we a r  i t ' s  n e a r  t h e  G a l a p a g o s ,  n o r t h  o f 
A u s t ra l i a ,   S a m o a ,  l ot s  o f  t h e o r i e s . "

" S o  yo u  d o n ' t  h ave  a n y  i d e a  w h e re  yo u ' r e  l i v i n g . "

" W h i c h  i s  t h e  o n l y  w ay  n o b o d y  e l s e  c a n  k n ow. 
A n y w h e re  I  g o ,  t h e y ' d  f i n d  m e .   S o  I ' m  n ow h e re . "

" T h e n  h ow ' d  yo u  f i n d  i t ,  d o n ' t  m i n d  i f  I  a s k ?   S p e c i a l 
t rave l  a g e n c y  o n  Pa r k ?   I n te r n e t ? "  

" I t ' s  l i ke  a  n u m b e r  yo u  c a l l ,  t h e y  c o m e  g ra b  yo u ,  p u t  yo u 
t h ro u g h  t h e  s a m e  c ra p  yo u  we n t  t h ro u g h  w i t h  t h e  f l i g h t s 
a n d  s e a rc h e s  a n d  s c a n s ,  yo u  g o  to  s l e e p  a n d  w a ke  u p 
h e re  i n  a  h a m m o c k  u n d e r  t h e  p a l m s . "  

" A n d  t h e  n u m b e r ' s  w r i t t e n  o n  t h e  w a l l  ove r  t h e  p h o n e  a t 
C i c e ro ' s ,  r i g h t ? "  

" I t  g e t s  a ro u n d .  C e r t a i n  c i r c l e s .    M ay b e  t h e y  g e t  h o l d  o f 
yo u .   S o m et i m e s  t h e y  k n ow  yo u  n e e d  to  d i s a p p e a r  b e f o re 
yo u  d o .   S e r i o u s l y.   A s k  s o m e  g u y s  a ro u n d  h e re .    S o m e 
g u y s  g ot  a n  o p e n  i n v i t a t i o n ,  b u t  a re  to o  s t u p i d  to  s p r i n g 
f o r  i t .   C a s t r o ' s  t h e  c l a s s i c . "  

G u y  w a l k i n g  by  w i t h  t h i s  d y n a m i te  b l o n d e  n i b b l e t te  o n 
h i s  a r m ,  s ay s ,  " T h a n k  G o d  f o r  t h at .   Yo u  w a n t  h i m 
a ro u n d ,  j ac k i n g  h i s  j aw  n o n s to p ? ”

” L ot s  o f  g u y s  h e re  e x p e c t  H u g o  S a n c h e z  a n y  d ay, ”  T h e 
B o s s  we n t  o n .   “ N ot  m e .   H e ' s  a  d u m b s h i t ,  to o .   Yo u 
w atc h ,  h e ' l l  b e  h a n g i n g  f ro m  a  s t r e e t l i g h t  i n  C a rac a s  l i ke 
M u s s o l i n i  o r  t h at  R o m a n i a  a s s h o l e . "

B u t  D i n o  d i d n ' t  c atc h  t h e  D o n ' s  l a s t  c o m m e n t .   H e  w a s 
s t a r i n g ,  s t u n n e d ,  a t  t h e  h u g e  b l ac k  g u y  w h o ' d  j u s t 
l u m b e r e d  o u t  o f  t h e  s h ad ow s  o n to  t h e  p a t i o ,  p l u m p e d 
d ow n  u n d e r  a n  u m b r e l l a .   " H o l y  s h i t !   D i d  I d i  A m i n  j u s t 
w a l k  i n  h e re ? "

T h e  D o n  d i d n ' t  eve n  l o o k  a ro u n d ,  j u s t  s a i d ,  " N o ,  i t ' s  a n 
I d i  l o o k - a l i ke .   W h at  d o  yo u  t h i n k ? "

T h e  o l d  f a r t  w i t h  M i s s  H o n e yd ew s  s m i l e d  a t  D i n o .   " H e ' s 
g r e a t  f u n ,  ac t u a l l y.    W i n s  a l l  t h e  s p o r t s  to u r n a m e n t s 
e xc e pt  g o l f . "

" H e ' s  wo r k i n g  o n  t h at , "  t h e  D o n  s a i d ,  k i n d a  g r u m py. 
H e ' d  a l w ay s  b e e n  p ro u d  of  h i s  h a n d i c a p .   " O n e  t h i n g 
w i t h  I d i ,  t h o u g h . . . "

D i n o  c o u l d  t h i n k  of  s eve ra l  t h i n g s  w i t h  I d i ,  b u t  s a i d 
" W h at ' s  t h at ? "

" I f  h e  t r i e s  to  h ave  yo u  f o r  d i n n e r . . . "

T h e  o l d  g u y  j u m p e d  i n ,   " . . . d e c l i n e  w i t h  r e g re t s . "   H e  a n d 
t h e  D o n  l a u g h e d  a t  t h at  a n d  t h e  c u p c a ke  g i g g l e d  s o  h a rd 
s h e  n e a r l y  f e l l  o u t  o f  t h e  re s t  o f  h e r  d e s i g n e r  b o d i c e .

" I  t h o u g h t  h e  w a s  d e ad ,  o k ay, "  D i n o  s a i d  s u l k i l y  w h e n 
t h e  o l d - t i m e r s  q u i t  y u k k i n g  i t  u p  a n d  t h e  b i m b o m b  h ad 
d ra g g e d  o l d  S u g a r p o p s  aw ay.

" Yo u  t h o u g h t  h e  w a s  d e ad ?   H ow  a b o u t  m e ? "  

" We l l  I  d i d n ' t ,  s i n c e  I ' m  l i ke  t h e  o n l y  g u y  l e f t  a l i ve 
w h o . . . "

" H e y, "  t h e  B o s s  b l u r te d ,  m a k i n g  p a t - d ow n  m ot i o n s  w i t h 
h i s  h a n d s .   " H e y !  P i a n o ,  p i a n o .   C e r t a i n  d e t a i l s ,  yo u 
k n ow. "  

" W h at ,  s o m e b o d y  h e re  i s  g o i n g  to  d ro p  a  d i m e ?    ' H i , 
t h i s  i s  H e r r  H i t l e r  a n d  I ' ve  g ot  a  l e a k  f o r  yo u . . . ' , "  D i n o 
s to p p e d ,  l o o ke d  a ro u n d .   " H e y,  w a s  h e  h e re ?    I ' m 
s t a r t i n g  to  t h i n k  a n y b o d y  t h e y  d i d n ' t  f i n d  t h e  w h o l e 
b o d y. . .   T h i n k  I  c o u l d  s e e  h i s  ro o m ? "  

" B e f o re  m y  t i m e . "  

" M a r ro n e !   W h o  e l s e  i s  h e re ?   Yo u  g ot  D . B .  C o o p e r ? "

T h e  B o s s  s h ot  h i s  e ye s  tow a r d s  a  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  p at i o , 
w h e re  a  ve r y  t a n n e d  s u r f e r - l o o k i n g  d u d e  s e e m e d  to  b e 
p l ay i n g  a  d r i n k i n g  g a m e ,  we d g e d  b e t we e n  t wo  b l ac k 
g i r l s  w i t h  k i l l e r  s h a p e s  a n d  m i n i m a l  d ra p e s .  

" D a m n .   I s  J i m m y  H of f a  g o n n a  s h ow  u p ,  s h u f f l i n g  h i s 
c e m e n t  s h o e s ? "

T h e i r  w a i te r ,  a  h e av y - s e t  b l ac k  g u y  of  i n d e te r m i n ate  a g e 
a n d  s o  s u b d u e d  h e  h ad n ' t  eve n  n ot i c e d  h i m  b e f o r e , 
s p o ke  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .   " E xc u s e  m e  s i r ,  b u t  I  h a te  to 
h e a r  p e o p l e  b ad m o u t h  M r.  H of f a .   Pe o p l e  t a l k ,  b u t  h e 
w a s  a  f i n e  g e n t l e m a n  a n d  a n  e xc e l l e n t  t i p p e r . "  

T h e  D o n  ro l l e d  h i s  e ye s .  " U n l i ke  s o m e  ot h e r s ,  r i g h t , 
S a m ? "

" I ' d  n eve r  m e n t i o n  s u c h  m at te r s ,  M i s te r  A m i c h e . "   T h e 
w a i te r  m ove d  s m o ot h l y  aw ay,  a  m ot i o n  s t u d y  i n  l o n g -
s u f f e r i n g ,  u n d e r s t a te d  c l a s s .

" I s  h e  re a l l y  n a m e d  S a m ? "  

" T h e y  a l l  a re . "  

D i n o  l o o ke d  a ro u n d ,  n ot i c e d  a l l  t h e  w a i te r s  we re  c h u n k y 
b l ac k  g u y s .   A n d ,  ye p ,  s o  w a s  t h e  p i a n o  p l aye r .    W h o  s o 
f a r  h ad n ' t  p l aye d  " A s  T i m e  G o e s  B y. "    H e  n ot i c e d 
s o m et h i n g  e l s e  a n d  p o i n te d  w i t h  h i s  d e m i t a s s e .   " G u y 
ove r  t h e re ,  c ra te r - p u s s . "

" Yo u  m u s t  m e a n  ' N o r i ' ,  we  c a l l  h i m . "  

" H e ' s  i n  a  f e d e ra l  p e n  s o m ew h e re . "  

" H e  i s ,  h u h ?    A s k  yo u r s e l f ,  yo u  eve r  s e e n  a n  i n te r v i ew 
w i t h  h i m ?   T V  s to r y ?   B a b a  Waw a  t a l k i n g  to  t h e  o n l y 
h e ad  of  s t a te  i n  t h e  wo r l d  eve r  k i d n a p p e d  a n d  to s s e d  i n 
a n  A m e r i c a n  j o i n t ?   T h i n k  a b o u t  i t . "  

T h e n  D i n o  s p ot te d  t h e  g u y  w i t h  t h e  b e a rd .  " O h  m y 
f r e a k i n '  G o d .   I t ' s  h i m  i s n ' t  i t ? "

" W h at  g ave  i t  aw ay,  t h e  b e a r d ,  t h e  t u r b a n ,  o r  t h e  g ow n ? "  

" H o l y  f u c k !   S o  t h at  w h o l e  ‘ h i d i n g  i n  a  c ave ’  t h i n g  w a s 
b u l l s h i t ? ”

“ N ot  a s  m u c h  b u l l s h i t  a s  t h e  ‘ s e c re t l y  b u r i e d  a t  s e a ’ 
t h i n g . ”

“ Me a n w h i l e ,  h e ' s  s i t t i n g  h e re  s i p p i n g  a  d r i n k  o n  t h e 
b e ac h ? "

" N o  a l c o h o l ,  t h o u g h .   H e ' s  a s  f u n  a  g u y  a s  I d i . "   T h e  B o s s 
m ad e  a  f ac e .  " N ot .   I ' d  ra t h e r  b e  i n  s o l i t a r y  w i t h  J e r r y 
Fa l we l l  t h a n  g e t  a ro u n d  t h at  p i o u s  ra g h e ad  p r e ac h e r . "  

" We l l ,  I  g u e s s  h e  c a n  a f f o r d  t h i s  p l ac e .   Ta l i b a n  m ov i n g 
a l l  t h a t  we i g h t ,  t h a t  s h i t . "

" N ot  to  h e a r  h i m  te l l  i t .   B u t  a n y b o d y  h e re  w h i n e s  a b o u t 
t h e  m o n e y,  yo u  k n ow  t h e y ' ve  g ot  m a j o r  b u c k s 
s o m ew h e r e . "

" S o  h e ' s  s t i l l  r u n n i n g  t h i n g s ,  r i g h t ?   Fro m  h e r e .   H i s 
p e o p l e  c o m e  i n ,  t a l k . "

" J u s t  l i ke  yo u  a n d  m e ,  D i n o . "

" B e t te r  h o p e  t h e y  d o n ' t  h i j ac k  o n e  of  t h e  f l i g h t 
s i m u l a to r s ,  c ra s h  i t  i n to  t h e  M a g i c  K i n g d o m  o r 
s o m et h i n g . "

" H e y,  yo u  w a n t ,  I  c o u l d  t a ke  yo u  d ow n  by  t h e  b re a k w ate r 
t h e re ,  s h ow  yo u  t h e  c ave  h e  f i l m s  t h o s e  v i d e o s .   T h e 
p ro p s  a n d  s h i t . "

W h i c h  D i n o  w a s  h ot  to  s e e ,  eve n  t h o u g h  h e  d i d n ' t  h ave  a 
c a m e ra  o r  c e l l  p h o n e  o r  a n y  i m p l a n te d  b u g s  o r  G P S .   H e 
s t a re d  a t  t h e  M u s s e l m ad m a n ,  s t a r s t r u c k ,  w i s h i n g  h e 
c o u l d  h e a r  w h at  w a s  g o i n g  d ow n  ove r  t h e re  o n  a  w a r m 
t ro p i c  n i g h t  u n d e r  a  b l a z e  o f  s t a r s  s o u n d t rac ke d  w i t h 
t h e  m u r m u r  of  s u r f .

N ot  t h at  D i n o  c o u l d  h ave  u n d e r s to o d  i t  a n y w ay,  b u t  w h at 
O s a m a  B i n  L ad i n  w a s  s ay i n g  to  h i s  m o s t  t r u s te d 
l i e u te n a n t  w a s ,   " C h r i s t i a n s  t h e y  m i g h t  n ot  b e ,  b u t 
i n f i d e l s  t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  a re .   N ot  o f  " We s te r n  C i v i l i z a t i o n " , 
b u t  n eve r t h e l e s s  f ro m  t h e  We s t .   T h e y  h ave  w atc h e d  t h e 
s a m e  s t a r s  o u r  p e o p l e  w atc h e d  f ro m  B a g h d ad  a n d 
S u m e r i a  a t  t h e  d aw n  of  t i m e .   T h e y  f o re te l l  a n  e n d  of 
t i m e  a n d  t h e i r  s c i e n t i s t s  h ave  c re a te d  t h e  to o l  to  d e l i ve r 
i t .   O u r  s t r u g g l e  i s  n ot  f o r  l a n d ,  n ot  eve n  f o r  m i n d s .   O u r 
d e e p e r  g o a l  i s  to  s e i z e  t h e  t i m e ,  i n  t h e  n a m e  of  A l l a h . "

H i s  d i n n e r  g u e s t  n o d d e d ,  t h i n k i n g  t h at  eve n  h e re ,  i n  t h i s 
f a n t a s y  o f  We s te r n  m o n e y  a n d  s t e a l t h ,  h i s  Te ac h e r  s a t 
w i t h  h i s  f e e t  i n  t h e  s a n d ,  u n d e r  c a n v a s .   Tr u l y  G o d  i s 
g r e a t .   H e  s a i d ,  " I n  t h at  n a m e  s h a l l  i t  b e  d o n e . " ,

T h e  s u p e r s t a r  o f  I s l a m i c  p i q u e  p l u c ke d  t h o u g h t f u l l y  a t 
t h e  b e a r d  w h o s e  wo r l d  f a m e  w a s  s e c o n d  o n l y  to  S a n t a 
C l a u s  a n d  i n to n e d ,   " T h e  wo r l d  i s  t h e  c re a t i o n  of  A l l a h , 
i t  l i e s  u n to  H i m  a n d  H i m  a l o n e  to  b r i n g  i t s  e n d . "

http://mayancalendargirls.com/
http://twitter.com/?status=RT:%20@mayangirls2012%20The%20Lighter%20Side%20of%20the%20End%20of%20Time%20http://mayancalendargirls.com
http://www.amazon.com/Mayan-Calendar-Girls-Great-Meso-American/dp/1936955008/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1309661511&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Mayan-Calendar-Girls-Meso-American-ebook/dp/B005DN1Y5O/ref=ntt_at_ep_edition_2_2?ie=UTF8&m=AG56TWVU5XWC2
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MAYAN-CALENDAR-GIRLS/209611813335?sk=app_103215709761384

